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Evening Program
Cocktail Reception 6:30 – 7:30 pm  

 
Dinner + Main Program 7:30 pm 

Welcome Pat Nathan,   
 Board Chair  

Video Presentation

Our Past & Our Future  Lori O’Keefe, 
 President & CEO
 
Your Legacy  Rick Guirlinger,   
 Foundation 
 Leadership
 Council

Program Concludes 9 pm 
  

  
 

Ronald Strom, Chair
Carol Bilbro
Jean Carter
Perry Colwell
Stephen Corman
Frank Daniels
Rick Guirlinger

Mary Hill
Fred Hutchison
Annie Liptzin
Peter Meehan
Jack Walker
Richard Williams

With Gratitude
This event would not be possible without the support of the 
following people and organizations.

Welcome
Thank you for joining us! Tonight we will highlight the 
leadership and generosity over the past three decades that 
has helped fuel our region, and recognize the many donors, 
professional advisors, and business partners who commit 
time, talent, and treasure to make a difference.

Host Committee 
Our Foundation Leadership Council 



What is Legacy?
Legacy is about life and living. It’s about 
learning from the past, living in the present, 
and building for the future. The Foundation 
celebrates individuals and organizations 
whose legacy is clearly for good. Amazing 
people who recognize that life is worth 
living only when we can “stop one heart 
from breaking, one life from aching”  
(Emily Dickinson). 

It was the vision of our Founder, Dr. George Hitchings, that 
inspires us to work to make this community a place where 
everyone can thrive, and that goal has been at the forefront of 
our work for the last 35 years. Doing good is not a one-size-
fits-all proposition. We know that you want to care for and 
protect others and help improve our community, each in  
your own way. 

What will your legacy be? What good do you hope to 
accomplish during your lifetime and beyond?

We can help you craft your vision of a thriving Triangle. Join us!

Dr. Phail Wynn Jr., 1947 – 2018
Phail was beloved by so many in our 
community. He worked tirelessly 
throughout his career to ensure that 
our local nonprofits worked together to 
achieve successful outcomes for all of our 
residents. He was the ultimate leader and a 
mentor for everyone who worked with him 
— sharing his dedication, knowledge, and 
passion for our community. 

A friend and colleague to our staff, Board, and Leadership 
Council, Phail shaped much of our direction and focus.  
As a dedicated supporter of our work and George Hitchings’ 
vision, he served as chair of our Board and Leadership 
Council, and he also led the Foundation as interim President 
on two separate occasions. 

Phail always knew what he wanted his legacy to be. His 
constant emphasis on looking to the future, ensuring we, 
as a community, were building bridges and putting aside 
differences to make this region a great place where 
everyone could succeed, was admirable and contagious.  
We at the Foundation will continue his legacy and the legacy 
of our founder, Dr. George Hitchings, each and every day. 

Phail left a huge mark on our culture and our hearts, and we 
will always love him madly.



Since the Foundation celebrated our 30th anniversary 
in 2013, we have grown and changed along with the 
community we serve, working together towards a shared 
vision of the Triangle. 

What Matters Community 
Luncheon was revamped as 
an educational community 
forum on critical needs and 
collaboration; The Fund for 
the Triangle was launched.

Our assets topped $200 
million; our website was 
completely redesigned; a 
partnership with Durham 
Art Guild was developed 
to create the Triangle 
Community Artist’s Gallery.

Our office moved from the 
American Tobacco Campus 
in Durham back to the heart 
of the Triangle in RTP at the 
Frontier; Giving Together was 
launched as an initiative to 
encourage collective giving; 
the Foundation began to 
look internally at equity.

We surpassed $250  
million in assets and expect 
2018-2019 to be another 
robust year of growth; 
we went through a brand 
assessment; we began 
planning for a Founders’ Day 
celebration for November 
14th; the board revamped 
our committee structure for 
improved excellence; we 
achieved an all-time high for  
both gifts and grants.

We worked together as a 
staff and board to create a 
Strategic Roadmap, including 
a new mission, vision and 
values and measurable 
outcomes to make 
change in our community; 
Scholarships hit a record  
high in grants distributed.

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Major Milestones 

Lori O’Keefe was named 
president of the Foundation; 
our new community 
programs were redesigned 
by staff, board, and 
community leaders as 
investments in the arts, 
community development, 
the environment, and youth 
literacy; an intentional focus 
on capacity building was 
adopted.



Let’s Work Together: Fund for the Triangle
The Foundation is committed to making our region a 
community of thriving people and vibrant places. And 
because the resources, partnerships, and action needed 
to move the needle on these issue areas are far greater 
than we can do on our own, we need your help. Our Fund 
for the Triangle supports our focus areas in community 
development, youth literacy, cultural arts, and the 
environment by providing permanent funding to address 
these pressing needs now and for generations to come. 
Over the last five years, we’ve granted more than $3.6 million 
to 125 organizations through this fund. With your support, 
we can ensure that everyone in our community can thrive.

About the Foundation
Triangle Community Foundation is building a brighter future 
for everyone in the Triangle. By working with dedicated donors 
and strong nonprofits, we are able to guide gifts in a strategic 
way to fill in gaps, reduce inequities, and solve the region’s 
most pressing challenges. Since 1983, we have envisioned  
a Triangle that works together so everyone can thrive. 

Won’t you join us?
To learn more about how you can get involved, visit us at 
www.trianglecf.org. 

#vibranttriangle


